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�� Larsen Circuit of Ireland Rally 
11th & 12th April 2009.
�� Irish Mitsubishi series sees boost in 

entries.
�� 2008 Champion Brendan Cumiskey rejoins 

for 2009.
�� Absence of series leader destined to hot-up 

title battle.
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Mitsubishi Ralliart Evolution Challenge Ireland organisers are delighted to report that they have
more than doubled their entry numbers for rounds three and four of the official Irish one-make
series for Group N Lancers, the Larsen Circuit of Ireland Rally seeing nine crews tackle the two-
day Easter Classic.

“With just four teams contesting rounds one and two at last month’s West Cork Rally, we are
delighted to see such an increase in numbers for next weekend”, said Championship Manager
Simon Slade. “With the introduction of pay-as-you-go registration and a few other adjustments
which make it easier to enter, we have been able to attract more competitors and we hope to
see even more crews join up as the season progresses.”

A significant addition to this weekend’s Evo Challenge field is reigning Champion Brendan
Cumiskey, with co-driver Conor Foley. Living local to the event, the Dundalk driver will use the
same Evo IX he drove to victory last year, although he will have most of his on-event expenses
covered as part of his prize for winning the 2008 Mitsubishi series.

Organisers are delighted to welcome former UK Evo Challenge front-runner Neil McCance, who
joins the Irish series for the first time at this event. After five years with the British Mitsubishi
championship, he and co-driver Sean Ferris are expected to feature well.

Another crew to span both sides of the Irish Sea are Alan Carmichael/Ivor Lamont. After leading
the Mitsubishi series in Ireland for much of 2008, the Ballymena pair are the only competitors to
be contesting both the UK and Irish Evo Challenges this season, this event marking their return
to series in Ireland.

A warm welcome is also extended to three new teams who join the Evolution Challenge this
weekend: William Mavitty/Keefe Kilcoyne, Geoff McMahon/Robert Graham and Alan
Burrows/Gavin Burrows.

Currently second in the series standings after a consistent performance in rounds one and two,
Liam Egan will be again making the trip from his current place of residence in New York back to
his home-land. He will be joined for the first time by co-driver Mary O’Kane.

Third-placed Stanley Ballantine/Donnacha O’Callaghan are aiming to continue at the pace they
found in West Cork. This time they hope their car will make it to the finish and they will not see
a repeat of the transmission problems which caused an 11th hour retirement towards the end of
round two.

Thomas White and Robert Murphy also ended the first two rounds prematurely with transmission
problems and are therefore looking to get points on the board this weekend.

The Larsen Circuit Ireland Rally starts and finishes in Dundalk. Its eight special stages on
Saturday represent round three of the Mitsubishi series, whilst the remaining six on Sunday
represent round four. And, with current series leaders Keith Cronin/Greg Shinnors choosing not
to contest this event, the door is left wide open for another crew to come to the fore and ignite
the battle for the 2009 title.
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The Mitsubishi Ralliart Evolution Challenge Ireland offers competitors an extensive prize fund, with the Champion wining a
supported drive in a James Foley Rallysport prepared Group N Lancer Evolution X for selected rounds of the 2010 Irish
Tarmac Championship. Other prizes up for grabs include vouchers, tyres, fuel and awards on each event and at the end of
the season.

The series is supported by: Pirelli tyres, Sunoco fuel, James Foley Rallysport, Carbone Lorraine, Murray Motorsport,
Speedline Corse wheels, PIAA lights, Pacenotes, Sparco racewear and Mitsubishi Motors Ireland.

Mitsubishi Ralliart Evolution Challenge Ireland 
Rounds Three and Four - Entries 

10  Brendan Cumiskey (Dundalk)/Conor Foley (Ballinode)
11  Alan Carmichael (Ballymena)/Ivor Lamont (Ballymena)
15  William Mavitty (Eniskillen)/Keefe Kilcoyne (Westport)
16  Stanley Ballentine (Strabane)/Donnacha O’Callaghan (Mallow)
18  Geoff McMahon (Armagh)/Robert Graham (Armagh)
27  Liam Egan (New York)/Mary O’Kane
68  Neil McCance (Comber)/Sean Ferris (Omagh)
70  Alan Burrows (Ballynahinch)/Gavin Burrows (Ballynahinch)
95  Thomas White (Foulksmills)/Robert Murphy (New Ross)

ENDS

Photo: Last year’s Champion Brendan Cumiskey returns to the Mitsubishi Ralliart Evolution Challenge Ireland this
weekend, when he and co-driver Conor Foley contest rounds three and four on the Larsen Circuit of Ireland Rally (copyright
free image).
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